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“If one were to attempt to explain P. G. Wodehouse to someone who had never
heard of him, one would have a most difficult task indeed. It is probably
impossible, even in the abstract, to conceive of a novelist who could write more
than ninety novels, covering seventy years of twentieth century history and
dealing with the English upper and upper-middle classes, and never concern
himself with a single political, economic, or social idea, never write of crime or
violence except in the most juvenile fashion, and never write a single line that
would bring a blush to the cheek of a young person. For at least sixty of those
seventy years, Wodehouse was one of the most widely read and best-selling
novelists in the language; his works were translated worldwide, and he counted
among his admirers ………Great Britain’s Queen Mother.” British writer and
biographer Frances Donaldson
Wodehouse was, and probably remains, the master of the light novel. He easily
achieved the hardest of all literary tasks, which is to make readers laugh. The
settings of Wodehouse novels are often based on vaguely familiar places in
English upper-crust society, however, he created a unique world of his
own, achieving a totally individual style while examining the nature of the
idle rich with hilarious insight and wit. Wodehouse’s characters, while
somewhat stereotypical, have become archetypes whose existence is no
longer limited by the pages of novels. His characters live forever in the
minds of Wodehouse’s readers, long after the stories have faded.
Arguably, the best known of his characters are the duo of Jeeves &
Wooster, who have become a popular and inseparable literary icon. The
two characters play off each other brilliantly. Wooster is the amiable and naive man-of-leisure, while Jeeves as
quintessential British gentleman, older and wiser. Together, they embody the dry acerbic wit of English
humour. Their tales usually involve Wooster getting into some sort of "scrape" with a woman, an aunt, or the
Law. Jeeves always comes to the rescue in his inimitably modest, no-nonsense intelligent style. The Jeeves &
Wooster novels spawned a British comedy-drama series adapted by Clive Exton from P. G.
Wodehouse's "Jeeves" stories. It starred Hugh Laurie as Bertie Wooster, and Stephen Fry as Jeeves, his
improbably intelligent and bold valet. It aired on the ITV network from 22 April 1990 to 20 June 1993, with the
last series nominated for a British Academy Television Award for Best Drama Series.
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